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One of the political prisioners Jatin Das undertook a fast unto death
and died after 63 days on 14.9.1929 - Even when he was on fast,
Acharya Ranga who was then a professor in the Pachiappa's Col-
lege, Madras held a mammoth public meeting on the banks of the
Godavari river expressing support to the fast. A resolution was
passed to the effect and extensive publicity was given to the pre-
vailing jail conditions.
The demise of Jatin Das opened the eyes of the British govern-
ment on conditions in the prisons and a decision was taken to change
the jail rules and classify the political prisoners under categories
A.B.C. But these rules did not come into force when Annapoor-
naiah was arrested in 1929. They were not yet implemented. An-
napoornaiah never appealed to the Jail authorities to apply the re-
vised rules to him. The Government too had no intention of treating
him softy. The matter came up for discussion in the Madras Legis-
lature Council. The Anantapur paper "Sri Sadhana" referred to this
case and expressed its regret that Annapoornaiah was not given just
and reasonable treatment inspite of the fact that the Portfolio of law
was handled by an Indian, Krishna Nayar. Sri Satyamoorty, the
Leader of the Opposition condemned the action of the government
as unjust and atrocious, because a great patriot like Annapoornaiah
should not have been treated on par with common criminals. A mem-
ber of the Government moved a resolution that Annapoornaiah
should be dealt with seriously. Reacting to it, Satyamoorty said "The
Government member who brought this resolution will remain a non-
entity in the history of Madras, but Annapoornaiah whom he wants
to punish severely will be written in history in golden letters. The
coming generations will always remember him as a person who
worked for the honour and Independence of the country."
Protagonists of Poorna Swaraj (Complete Independence)
Bulusu Sambamurthy may be considered as one of the extrem-
ists in Congress movement. Annapoornaiah regarded him as his
"Guru". In 1921 September Sambamurthy, introduced a resolution